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Huskies LeaderThe

From Brad Best, Superintendent...
T0 our parents and supporters, School Closing 

Information
As the winter approaches, 

occasional bad weather necessitates the 
closing of school for the safety of our 
students.  School closing information 
will be announced over the radio 
station KAWL (1370) and television 
stations KHAS,KLKN, NTV and 
KOLN.

We also use an automated phone 
message service through School Reach 
which we will use to contact parents 
about school closings as well.  With 
this service it is very important that we 
have current contact numbers on file.  
Please call the school office if anything 
changes.

You may also call our school 
closing phone line at 402-723-4421.  
If a decision has been made the night 
before, the closing will be announced 
around 10:00PM.  In the mornings it 
will be announced on the half hour 
from 6:30AM to 8:00AM.

Fall is officially upon us and school is in full swing!  It has been a great 
start to a new year and we appreciate the support that you have given us 
in making sure that your children are here and ready to learn each day.

This last month, the board of education approved the budget for the 
2015-16 school year. Our tax asking for the general fund decreased 3.2% or 
about $139,000. The land valuation in our district increased 11% from last 
year to nearly $823 million.  We will have a slight increase in our asking for 
the QCPUF fund so that we may pay off bonds early and save some 
interest.  Our total tax asking of our patrons across all funds will decrease 
for the second year in a row!  We have been able to decrease our budget 
while completing curriculum and building updates due to the securing of 
additional state funds and through changes in our staffing.  The overall 
levy for all funds next year is projected to be slightly over 55 cents per 
$100 valuation, which is down almost 7 cents from the 2014-2015 school 
year. 

We are doing well financially and are looking at ways to enhance 
programming and building improvements within spending limits and 
while keeping our growth in tax asking low.  Our number one priority is to 
provide a quality education to our children and I believe that we are in a 
great position to continue that effort.  We appreciate your support and 
take our fiscal responsibility to you very seriously.

In the fall of 2012, the elementary teachers implemented a new 
reading series in grades K-6.  Our reading scores continue to grow with 
this renewed effort.  This fall, we have updated our math curriculum and 
teachers have received training on its implementation.  We are excited 
about the updates and the hard work that our teachers are putting forth 
to teach reading and math with fidelity to the researched based programs.  
This fall, we will be analyzing our science curriculum and look to update 
those materials in the fall of 2016.

Have a great fall and please plan to participate in our school activities 
and parent/teacher conferences on September 28th & October 5th. 

Sincerely,

Brad Best, Superintendent of Schools
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HEARTLAND FBLA WELCOMES 13 NEW MEMBERS

The Heartland Future Business Leaders of America’s first meeting 
was held on August 24.  The 2015-16 FBLA officers are Haley Huebert, 
President; Leslie Braun, Vice President; Owen Wurst, Secretary; 
McKenna Friesen, Treasurer; Mark Perez, News Reporter; Eve 
Vanderneck, Historian; and Ethan Hall, Committee Representative.  
President Huebert shared the state theme for this year which is 
CONNECT.  She gave information about our business competitions, FBLA group t-shirt, 
magazine sales and Fall Leadership Conference coming up the end of September.  The 
group then enjoyed ice cream sundaes and games.

Heartland FBLA is excited to announce our new members:  Seniors: Destiny 
Bloxton, Jule Dane, Katelyn Janzen and Brendan Ortiz.  Junior: Kristine 
Goertzen.  Sophomores: Josie Bolton and Bailey Peters.  Freshmen: Carson Amack, 
Kodjo Atikpohou, Kate Bergen, Ric Bulin, Colton Monnier and Kristina Rowe.  
The returning members are:  Seniors: Jason Burhoop, Camryn Dick, McKenna 
Friesen, Haley Huebert, Rebekah Larson, Bailey Monnier, Jose Romo, Dillon 
Scheil, Eve Vanderneck, Owern Wurst.  Juniors: Leslie Braun, Ethan Hall, 
Megan Kroeker, Ryne Mierau, Mark Perez, Ellie Steingard and Brooke 
Weisheit.  Sophomores: Aaron Buller, Sadie Carr, Hayes Oswald, Kristan Perez, 
Brittany Quiring, Jaden Regier, Alexa Siebert and Isabelle Vanderneck.  

Superintendent
BRAD BEST

Ext. 205
bbest@heartlandschools.net

Business Manager
CINDY FRANZEN

Ext. 211
cfranzen@heartlandschools.net

Superintendent’s 
Administrative Assistant

CAROLYN PETERS
Ext. 201

cpeters@heartlandschools.net

The One Act community performance will be Oct. 26 at 
7:30 P.M. in the school theater. 

Pictured L to R:  Zachary Dente, Ethan Hall, Bailey Monnier, Brooke Weisheit, Rebekah 
Larson, Owen Wurst, Megan Kroeker, Kori Siebert, Mark Perez & Colton Monnier.

One Act Cast members of the "Hollingsborough 
Children's School Nativity Play" practice their lines.

mailto:bbest@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:bbest@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:sgerken@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:sgerken@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:cpeters@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:cpeters@heartlandschools.net?subject=
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UNK Band Member of the Month

Tierney Casper, a 2015 graduate of Heartland 
Community Schools and now a freshman at the University 
of Nebraska at Kearney was chosen as Band Member of 
the month for August. Tierney is a flutist for the UNK 
Antelope Marching Band. The Band Member of the 
month is chosen “for their positive enthusiastic attitude 
and exceptional playing ability.”  Tierney was chosen by 
the band’s section leaders, the leadership team, and the 
UNK Marching Band Directors, Dr. Duane Bierman and 
Dr. Brian Albers.  Congratulations Tierney ! 

UPCOMING DATES

October 3, 2015
Harvest of Harmony

March @ 10:20/Band#205

October 5, 2015
Parent Teacher Conference

4:30-8:30pm

School Pictures-9:30-1:00

October 9., 2015
NO SCHOOL 

October 12, 2015
School Board Meeting @ 

8:00pm

October 19-23, 2015
Homecoming Week

October 23, 2015
Homecoming Dance

October 24, 2015
Act Test

October 26, 2015
NO SCHOOL

Teacher Professional 
Development

One Act Community Performance 
@ 7:30pm

October 27-31, 2015
National FFA Convention

Kaitlyn Quiring, chosen as a member of the 
Nebraska Cornhusker Marching Band

Kaitlyn Quiring, 2015 graduate of Heartland 
Community Schools, has been chosen to be part of the 
Nebraska Cornhusker Marching Band for this season.  
Kaitlyn is a freshman at UNL and was chosen by a two tier 
audition process to play trumpet in the Cornhusker Band.  
Heartland graduate and UNL junior Aaron Jensen is also part 
of the Cornhusker Band, playing in the trombone rank for 
the past two years.  The band will march at all home games, 
travel to one away Big 10 game and a Bowl Game if the 
football team is invited to a bowl.  

The Heartland Marching Band Places First in Classes C and D at the Applejack Parade
On Saturday, September 19 the Huskie Marching Band traveled to Nebraska City for the Applejack Parade and 

Fall Festival.  The Band was awarded first place in class C and D.  There was a total of 17 bands in the parade. 
 The Band will travel to the Grand Island Harvest of Harmony Parade on October 3.
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Secondary Principal
TIM CARR

Ext. 207
tcarr@heartlandschools.net

Administrative Assistant
JESSICA TESSMAN

Ext. 208
jtessman@heartlandschools.net

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

Apply to College Day! The 
purpose of this day is for seniors to 
get at least one college application 
completed during the school day. 
This day will be held at HCS in mid 
to late October. Watch the school 
website, Facebook & Twitter pages 
for more information!

Find the Right Fit! EducationQuest is 
sponsoring a College Fair in Grand Island on 
Sunday, Oct 11 from 1-3 at the Pinnacle Bank 
Expo Center (700 East Stolley Park Road). 
Visit with many college representatives from 
Nebraska colleges and some out of state 
colleges. Go to educationquest.org/fall-
college-fairs/ for a complete list of College 
Fairs and helpful tips.

Upcoming Tests at HCS:
ASVAB - Oct. 8 from 8:30-11:30. 

For juniors or seniors. Find out more 
at: http://official-asvab.com. 

PSAT/NMSQT - Oct. 14 from 
8:30 - 11:30. For juniors and eligible 
sophomores. Cost is $14. Find out 
more at www.collegeboard.org (click 
on PSAT/NMSQT).

Survey About Our School
As part of our school improvement process and accreditation, we will 
host an external group of educators to evaluate the work that we have done in 
analyzing data and setting goals to improve student learning.  One of the data 
collections that they will want to see is the information gathered from a survey 
about our school.  We are asking for your help in collecting this information.

If you are a parent of a child at Heartland, you may go to the following address to 
complete the survey:  http://www.advanc-ed.org/survey/public/9782831

You may also complete the survey during parent/teacher conferences this fall.  Thank 
you, very much, for your feedback and aiding us in the school improvement process!

After learning about helmet 
safety with FFA reporter, 
Krynn Arbuck, 4th & 6th 
grade students work as a 
team to create their own 
helmet during Farm Safety 
Week demonstrations.

The 4th and 6th graders work with 
member Kyra Dick on chemical 
look-a-likes during the annual 
Farm Safety Week demonstrations.

The 4th and 6th grade members 
test how effective their helmets 
were after listening to a Farm 
Safety demonstration by FFA 
reporter, Krynn Arbuck.

mailto:tcarr@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:tcarr@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:jtessman@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:jtessman@heartlandschools.net?subject=
http://educationquest.org/fall-college-fairs/
http://educationquest.org/fall-college-fairs/
http://educationquest.org/fall-college-fairs/
http://educationquest.org/fall-college-fairs/
http://official-asvab.com/
http://official-asvab.com/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.advanc-ed.org/survey/public/9782831
http://www.advanc-ed.org/survey/public/9782831
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Elementary Principal
SADIE HOUCK

Ext. 206
shouck@heartlandschools.net

The fifth grade class, along with four 
Heartland High School buddies, attended the 
Kindness Retreat in September.  They were 
reminded of the importance of kindness in 
our world and schools.  One main point that 
was repeated throughout the day was "If you 
want to catch some kindness, keep throwing 
it out there."

Kindness Retreat

The Fifth grade is participating in the DARE 
program through the month of October.  Deputy 
Gillespie from the York County Sheriff 's office 
runs a great program for the kids to learn about 
good decision making and important facts and 
statistics about the affects of drugs and alcohol.  
A great deal of learning takes place and when they 
are focused, they are rewarded.  Students seen 
below are being handcuffed together, which is a 
request that almost every student makes at some 
point during the two month period.

Second grade is buzzing about insects!
The second graders just completed a unit on 
insects.  They studied the characteristics of 
insects.  They also observed ants, Painted Lady 
butterflies, praying mantises, and ladybugs along with the 
numerous insects they caught on the playground each day!

Mrs. Goff & Mrs. Peters 2nd grade class wearing their insect masks 
they made.

Is that Mr. Veerhusen teaching 5th 
grade science in the computer lab?

Are those 6th grade students in 
Mrs. Maltsberger’s Room?

Elementary Classroom Highlights
This year the 5th and 6th grade classes have departmentalized 

with Mrs. Maltsberger specializing in language arts and reading 
and Mr. Veerhusen specializing in science and math.  We are 
very excited to offer this type of classroom setting to our 5th and 
6th grade students.  Students are exposed to the Junior High 
atmosphere and are focussing on the organizational skills needed 
to be successful. 

mailto:shouck@heartlandschools.net
mailto:shouck@heartlandschools.net
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Heartland Preschool has 
established an early childhood 
advisory committee as required by 
Nebraska Department of Education 
Rule 11 – Regulations for Early 
Childhood Education Programs.  The 

committee is made up of parents of Heartland Preschool 
students and has written the following purpose statement 
and goals:

Heartland Preschool Parent Advisory 
Committee

(H-PreK P-A-C)

PURPOSE:  To provide the Heartland Preschool 
families and staff  a cooperative network of  
support.

GOALS:

To serve as an advocate group for the families 
of  the Heartland Preschool students.

To be a representative voice for the parents of  
Heartland Preschool students.

To provide fun activities that promote 
connections among the Heartland Preschool 
families.

To give informative support and reassurance to 
Heartland Preschool parents as they raise their 
children.

The H-PreK P-A-C meets quarterly.  The first meeting 
is set for Monday, Oct. 19, 2015 at 7:00p.m. in the 
elementary library at the Heartland Community School.  
Future meetings are set for Dec. 7, 2015, Feb. 22, 2016 and 
April 4, 2016.  All meetings are open to the public, so 
interested community members are welcome.  Please 
contact Dot Quiring at the school for any questions or to 
request to be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

Earn money for our 
elementary school!

This year the elementary 
classrooms will have monthly 

contests collecting Box Tops for 
Education and Campbell’s Labels for Education.  The classroom 
that collects the most box tops and labels will be rewarded each 
month and all money raised will help support the elementary to 
purchase playground equipment and classroom supplies.  

Please save those box tops and labels and send them to 
school with your child or turn them into any classroom teacher.  
When clipping box tops please do not cut off the expiration 
date.  If you have any questions please contact Mrs. Cindy Goff 
or Mrs. Sadie Houck.  Thank you for your support of our school!

Footballs, 
volleyballs, ankle skip 
ropes, tether balls, 
sidewalk chalk and a 
variety of other 
playground balls were 
purchased with soup 
label points turned in 
by the students.

L to R: Davin Antillon, Tucker Robinson, 
Shepleigh Ohrt & Sophie Minary.

Recess Reminder: As Colder Weather 
Approaches

Active play is a vital part of a child’s everyday needs.  
Please make sure that your children come to school prepared 
for colder weather. This may mean a heavy coat, and if 
necessary, a hat, mittens/gloves, and boots. We will be going 
outside whenever possible as it is important for children 
to get some fresh air and exercise during the day.  
Staying indoors for recess will be decided by the 
elementary principal. If the weather is not severe, 
children will be outside for recess if the temperature 
is above 20 degrees and the wind chill is above 10 
degrees. 

Elementary Students pictured with 
playground equipment purchased with Labels 

for Education Points

Talking to your Children about Lunch
It is important to discuss school 

lunch with your student 
•What do you plan on eating this 
week?  

•The menu says tater-tot casserole on Monday; did you 
know that has potato tots, beef, cheese, and your 
choice of corn or green beans in it?  

•Will you be eating the hot item on Thursday?  Your 
other choice is either a yogurt OR a cheese stick?

•What items will you eat off the salad bar?
•Would you rather have me pack you a lunch for Friday?
Many students are eating what most would consider a 

snack during lunchtime.  
Please speak to your student(s) about lunch so that they 

are prepared to make better choices through the lunch line 
or so that a lunch can be prepared and brought to school.
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Junior High Chooses Homeroom Names
Junior high students have been busy in homeroom so far this year. 

They have chosen their homeroom name from the theme Board 
Games. They selected Life, Trouble, Monopoly and Battleship. They 
have been earning Huskie Bucks for their homerooms by competing in 
challenges. Soon we will begin reading the book Kid President's Guide 
to Being Awesome and working on their Thriller competition dance. 

JUNIOR HIGH NEWS

All School Pictures Will Be Taken 
On October 5, 2015

We are excited to have Modern Images do 
our school pictures this year.  All students in 
grades Pre-K-12th grade will be photographed on Monday, 
October 5 from 9:30-1:00pm on the old stage.  Packets for 
ordering photos have been sent home with each student.  If you 
did not receive a packet you may pick one up at the school office.

PARENT/TEACHER
 CONFERENCES

 OCTOBER 5, 2015

4:30 - 8:30PM

HEARTLAND HUSKIES

IN ACTION

Heartland Community 
Schools

HOMECOMING 2015

October 19-23, 2015

GO HUSKIES!
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Heartland School Board Members Recognized for the NASB 2015 Achievement Award
The Nebraska Association of School Boards (NASB), Board of Directors and staff, recognized the 2015 Award of Achievement 

recipients during the York Region Meeting on Wednesday, September 9, 2015.
NASB is a private, nonprofit organization that serves the needs of Nebraska public school districts and Educational Service 

Unit board members.  Board Members from across the state may participate in board development training throughout the year 
by attending workshops and conferences to help strengthen their role in governance, legislative advocacy, and stewardship of 
district resources in support of student achievement.

In recognition of their volunteer time and commitment to education, the Association commends continued participation and 
growth in knowledge and best practice governance.  Through the Awards of Achievement program, the following board members 
were recognized at the meeting for their outstanding excellence:

Board members are awarded for their participation in NASB Services and Programs as well as attendance at NASB workshops 
and events. Just as board members have made a commitment to provide a quality education for students in their districts, NASB 
strives to provide quality resources and opportunities for its members.  There are ten total levels of achievement that carry over 
year to year.

Deb Wilhelm who recently resigned from the Heartland school board also received the Level VI award.  Deb is now 
employed as the Speech Pathologist at the Heartland Schools.   

Kent Allen-Level IVPaul Brune-Level VI Glenn Larson-Level IV Boyd Stuhr, Jr.-Level IV Deb Wilhelm-Level VI

Heartland School Board Members Receiving Their Achievement Awards
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Heartland 2015-2016 Coaches

Back Row (L to R):  Erik Wetjen, Kyle Ediger, Greg Veerhusen, Marc Regier, 
Ben Lindsay, Clark Ribble, Mike Bergen, Matt Maltsberger & Lynn Hall.  Front 
Row ( L to R):  Carrie Regier, Gina Mestl, Nora Ohrt, Stephanie Miller, Sarah 
Ostmeyer, Kristin Vandenberg, Jessica Siebert, Larry Vancura & Corbin Tessman.

Junior High  Volleyball Team

Front Row (L to R):  Emily Nunnenkamp, Grace Janzen, 
Rhianna Wilhelm, Rachael Dente, Odessa Ohrt, Kalea Wetjen, 
Allison Kroeker, Halle Peters, Timberly Carr & Katelyn Gage.  
Middle Row (L to R):  Nema Stracener, Ellyn Hall, Taylynn 
Scheil, Cassidy Siebert, Kaelyn Buller, Gabrielle Siebert & 
Madison Miller.  Back Row (L to R): Manager Elizabeth 
Mestl, Coaches: Stephanie Miller & Carrie Regier,  Manager 
Ashley Brown.

G
I
R
L
S

Front Row (L to R):  Angelica Bassett, Brooke Weisheit, Bailey 
Ulmer, Shelby Hurlbut & Coach Gina Mestl.  Back Row (L to 
R):  Brittany Quiring, Isabelle Vanderneck & Kristan Perez.

High School Football Team

1st Row (L to R):  Riley Trambly, Clay Bergen, Matt Buller, 
Nate Rogers.   2nd Row (L to R):  Managers Merrick 
Maltsberger & Weston Ohrt, Peyton Ott, Ben Driewer, Ethan 
Hall, Austin Stuhr, Managers Dawson Ohrt & Tucker Bergen.  
3rd  Row( L to R):  Lane Huebert, Aaron Buller, Kyle Ott, 
Connor Boehr, Connor Peters & Hayes Oswald.  4th Row L to 
R:  Jesse Mason, Luke Schaldecker, Bryce Allen, Kodjo Atikpohou, 
Ben Mestl & Reid Huebert.  Back Row( L to R):  Coaches: Ben 
Lindsay, Clark Ribble, Greg Veerhusen & Matt Maltsberger.

Front Row (L to R):  Jule Dane, Rebekah Larson, Eve Vanderneck, 
Haley Huebert, Camryn Dick, McKenna Friesen, Vanessa Hiebner, 
Katelyn Janzen & Destiny Bloxton.  2nd  Row (L to R):  Coach 
Sarah Ostmeyer, Megan Kroeker, Sidney Hurlbut, Carmen Brdar, Ellie 
Steingard, Leslie Braun & Coach Kristin Vandenberg.  3rd  Row (L to 
R):  Alexa Siebert, Cheyenne Hiebner, Kyra Dick, Bailey Peters, Karah 
Joyner, Sadie Carr & Taylor Quiring.  Back  Row (L to R):  Jade 
Hiebner, Kate Bergen, Brooklyn Epp, Kristina Rowe, Delany Siebert, 
Emily Goertzen, Katrina Hiebner, Shauna Spencer & Olivia Casper.

High School Volleyball Team Front Row (L to R):  Jared Nunnenkamp, Cade Oswald, Devyn 
Bell, Morgan Maltsberger, Josh Quiring & Trevor Goertzen.  2nd 
Row (L to R):  Heath Perez, Kellen Farris, Jake Arndt, Kaleb 
Senff,  Nolan Boehr,  Josh Caldwell, Tanner Bottorf & Dominic 
Clevenger.  3rd Row (L to B):  Cord Spencer, Jordan Huebert, 
Tobin Glinsmann, Cooper Regier, Landon Parsley, Maverick 
Hiebner, Augustin Atikpohou, Wyatt Regier & Manager Kale 
Wetjen.  Back Row (L to R):  Coaches:  Kyle Ediger & Lynn Hall.

Junior High Football Team

G
O
L
F
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 November Reminders

November 6 & 7 2015
FBLA National Fall Leadership 

Conference in Omaha

November 9, 2015
Fall Vocal Concert (5-12th) @ 7:30pm

School Board Meeting @ 7:00PM

November 24, 2015
Fall Band Concert-6-12th Grade @ 7:30PM 

November 25 & 27, 2015

NO SCHOOL-Fall Break

The Henderson Chamber and the Heartland National Honor Society 
will be teaming to put on the:

“Run Over Hunger” Charity Run
Saturday, October 17 at 9am
Start and Finish at Heartland Schools
Ways to participate:
• 1 Mile Run/Walk
• 5K Run/Walk
• $30 Donation – Receive a Donut and a “I donut run” t-shirt
Donate nonperishable food items the day of the race
Donations (money and items) will go to people in need in the 

Henderson and Bradshaw area.
For more information, mail-in and online registration forms visit 

www.HendersonNE.com/Run-Over-Hunger.  
Run prices increase Oct. 2, so register early!

http://www.hendersonne.com/Run-Over-Hunger
http://www.hendersonne.com/Run-Over-Hunger

