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Huskies Leader
The

From Brad Best, Superintendent...

To our parents and supporters, School Closing 
Information
As the winter 

approaches, occasional 
bad weather necessitates the 
closing of school for the safety of 
our students.  School closing 
information will be announced over 
the radio station KAWL (1370) and 
television stations KHAS, KLKN, 
NTV and KOLN.  

We also use an automated phone 
message service through School Reach 
which we will use to contact parents 
about school closings as well.  With 
this service it is very important that we 
have current contact numbers on file.  
Please call the school office if anything 
changes. 

 You may also call our school 
closing phone line at 402-723-4421.  
If a decision has been made the night 
before, the closing will be announced 
around 10:00PM.  In the mornings it 
will be announced on the half hour 
from 6:30AM to 8:00AM.

OUR MISSION:  The Heartland Community Schools of Henderson & Bradshaw is dedicated to 
educating all students by providing challenging opportunities to learn according to individual needs.

As part of the school accreditation process through the Nebraska 
Department of Education, schools must conduct self-evaluations of 
performance data, demographic data, and feedback from teachers, 
students, and district patrons.  At the beginning of a new evaluation cycle, 
this information is used to set new school improvement goals for the 
district.  We have been working on a set of goals and have collected 
information over the few years to help us determine the progress we have 
made.

At the end of this 5-year cycle, a team of educators from various 
districts across the state will visit our school for a two-day period and pour 
through the evidence that we have collected and utilized in this process. 
During this visit, they will offer observations about the things we have 
done well and make suggestions as to what we may consider in our new set 
of goals for the subsequent cycle.

One of the pieces of data that the external team will want to review is 
feedback from you, our patrons.  There is an online survey produced by the 
accreditation organization that we are asking you to complete.  The link to 
the survey may be found on our website at www.heartlandschools.org.  
Look for the survey link under Quick Links on the right side of the page.

I am confident that we are doing the right work and welcome the input 
to the process.  At our last professional development day, the staff spent 
time completing a self-evaluation for this process.  We had very good 
discussions surrounding school improvement, our own ratings on how well 
we address the standards for excellent school systems, and working in 
committees to provide details for the evaluation.  We also spent time 
hearing a presentation on how to work with students that live in poverty.  
Our percentage of students living in these conditions has increased 10% 
over the last 15 years, bringing our poverty percentage to 30%.  We learned 
some valuable techniques and will continue these discussions.
Thank you for completing the survey and best wishes for a family-filled 
Thanksgiving.

http://www.heartlandschools.org
http://www.heartlandschools.org
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR 
VETERANS’ DAY PROGRAM

Superintendent
BRAD BEST

Ext. 205
bbest@heartlandschools.net

Business Manager
CINDY FRANZEN

Ext. 211
cfranzen@heartlandschools.net

Superintendent’s 
Administrative Assistant

CAROLYN PETERS
Ext. 201

cpeters@heartlandschools.net

2015

Veterans’ Day Program

All veterans and the public in 
general are invited to join us 
for a Veterans’ Day program 
at Heartland Community 
Schools.  
A reception for veterans will 
be held in the school cafeteria 
following the program.

November 11, 2015

Heartland Community School Theater

9:00 A.M.

WE HOPE THAT YOU WILL JOIN US!

mailto:bbest@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:bbest@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:sgerken@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:sgerken@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:cpeters@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:cpeters@heartlandschools.net?subject=
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FBLA MEMBERS ATTEND FALL 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

The Nebraska FBLA Fall Leadership Conference was 
held in Kearney on September 29th.  This conference was a 
one-day workshop for FBLA officers and members to learn 
about the state goals.  This year’s state theme is 
“CONNECT.”

The 2015-16 state goals spell out UNITE.  Utilize:  
publish a website to aid local secretaries, create a template 
on how to write an article, promote parliamentary 
procedures resources, update the SLC Survival Guide and 
update the competitive event resources.  Network:  
collaborate with another CTSO, FBLA chapter or school 
club on a state project, increase social media presence by 
reaching 1,500 likes on Facebook and 1,300 followers on 
Twitter, create monthly webinars and boost local chapter 
activities.   Involve:  encourage chapters to participate in 
Seven Up, increase involvement in state and national 
projects, have 25% of total local chapters complete one 
section of the Chapter Challenge, spread awareness of the 
March of Dimes and increase state participation by 10% in 
the Business Achievement Awards.  Target:  charter or 
reactivate 5 chapters, charter 2 middle level chapters, tally it 
up to 27,000 service hours, donate $15,000 to the Nebraska 
FBLA Foundation and raise $17,000 for March of Dimes.  
Educate:  promote the Community Service Awards, inform 
students about state and national deadlines, educate students 
about financial literacy and post weekly tip, tricks and 
reminders on social media.

The keynote speaker at the general session was Kevin 
Wanzer from Indianapolis, Indiana.  His presentation was 
titled, “Empowering Audiences One Laugh at a Time.”  In 
his fast-paced, hilarious, yet touching keynote address, he 

recalled and reinforced essential life and love lessons.  He 
reminded us that success in life ultimately comes down to 
finding joy in everyday situations and the importance of who 
and what we choose to love.  Following the general session, 
the officers and members attended individual workshops on 
getting involved with FBLA, the Foundation, Program of 
Work and the March of Dimes.

The following officers and members attended the 
conference:  President Haley Huebert, Vice President 
Leslie Braun, Secretary Owen Wurst, Treasurer 
McKenna Friesen, News Reporter Mark Perez, 
Historian Eve Vanderneck, Committee Rep. Ethan Hall, 
Bailey Monnier, Jose Romo and Adviser Kristy Most.

Back Row; L to R:  Haley Huebert, Mark Perez, Owen 
Wurst, Ethan Hall, Jose Romo & Leslie Braun.  Front Row; 
L to R:  Eve Vanderneck, McKenna Friesen & Bailey Monnier.

Addie 
Swartzendruber 
competes in the State 
Land Judging 
Competition

On Wednesday, October 21, 
Addie Swartzendruber 
competed as an individual in the 
State Land judging competition. 
This year, the contest was 
held in Scottsbluff, NE. 
Addie received 76th out 
of 132 competitors.
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Secondary Principal
TIM CARR

Ext. 207
tcarr@heartlandschools.net

Secondary
Administrative Assistant

JESSICA TESSMAN
Ext. 208

jtessman@heartlandschools.net

 NEWS FROM THE 
COUNSELOR

HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
Heartland Students Attend the SNC Sportsmanship Summit
Ten Heartland students attended the SNC Sportsmanship Summit in McCool Junction 

on September 23rd.  This event featured leadership speakers, collaborative activities, and 
team building challenges.  At times the students were put into groups with students from 
different schools.  Communication and teamwork were emphasized throughout the day.   

In the photos, students are playing a Poly Spot game.  One student was the 
"communicator" while the others were blindfolded.  While blindfolded, the students had to 
find Poly Spots in numerical order from 1-6 and bring them home.  Only the 
"communicator" was allowed to look at the playing area during this activity.  

In the activity "Paper Tower", students were given one piece of paper, a meter of 
masking tape and a pair of scissors.  The goal was to erect the tallest, free standing, tower 
made from the materials given in 10 minutes.  

In the final activity, "Catcher's Mitt", each team (school) was given 10 bendable straws, 2 
feet of masking tape and a golf ball.  The goal of each team was to create a device that would 
'catch' a golf ball dropped from eye level.  

We all had a great time, learned some valuable lessons about leadership and building and 
changing culture at our school. We also developed some leadership qualities.  We all would 
like to thank our administration for allowing us to attend such a beneficial conference.

These seven seniors completed a total 
of nine applications to six different colleges 
during Apply2College Day at HCS!

If you cannot attend, this event will be live-
streamed on HCS's Striv channel and will 
be posted for watching at a later time.

mailto:tcarr@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:tcarr@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:jtessman@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:jtessman@heartlandschools.net?subject=
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Elementary Principal
SADIE HOUCK

Ext. 206
shouck@heartlandschools.net

Front Row; L to R:  Meggan Friesen, Brayden Holbein, 
Jimmy Neely, Amanda Massey, David Hiebner & Vanessa Vap.  
Back Row; L to R: Nevada Gloystein, Maddox Regier, 
Camden Riggs, Zaine Swartzendruber, Emma Ott & Alex Nun.

First graders with their pigs that they made in their farm unit.  They 
named their pigs and wrote creative stories about them.

Mrs. Theresa Ratzlaff’s Class
Mrs. Dee Steever’s Class

Front Row; L to R: Dakoda Shirley & Pieper Epp.  
Middle Row; L to R:  Nicolas Opfer, Eric Nun, 
Carson Ribble & Kinsley Friesen.  Back Row; L to 
R:  Veronica Dente, Shepleigh Ohrt, Miles Kliewer, 
Aiden Park, Hayden Powers & Madalyn Janzen.

Elementary Japanese Extension Camp
The Japanese Extension Camp took place October 19th-23rd with 19 students, 

grades 3rd-6th participating.  
What did our students learn during the Japanese Extension Camp?
Japanese culture- The three language systems, how they are different 

from one another, and an introduction on how to write with each one- How 
to count to 10- How to introduce themselves- How to greet someone- How to 
play Jan-Ken-Pon (rock-paper-scissors).

Students also created a Japanese scroll using kanji characters.
This camp was taught by Mrs. Sadie Houck and participants were: 3rd grade- 

KatrinaMarie Epp, Braelyn Renz, Tucker Robinson, Austin Schmidt, Zach 
Miller, and Weston Ohrt; 4th grade- Dylan Gage, Hendric Switzer and Fred 
Beck; 5th grade- Savannah Hurlbut, Eloise Casper,  Maddie Maltsberger, 
Reeve Oswald, Ava Tessman, Owen Mierau and Tucker Bergen; 6th grade- 
Ayden Rea, Leah Quizon, and Karla Cool.

Tucker working on his 
kanji scrollA round of Jen-Ken-Pon Karla practicing 

hiragana
Practicing the bow and  their 
introductions

Completed  
kanji scroll

mailto:shouck@heartlandschools.net
mailto:shouck@heartlandschools.net
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Box Tops and Points for Education 
September Class Winner: 3rd grade

They are at it again!  
Last year this group of students were able to win the Box Tops 

and Points for Education trophy 8 out of 9 months and received the 
bi-monthly challenge prize all 4 times.  So it wasn’t a big surprise 
when they managed to bring in the greatest amount for September; 
bringing in 270 more than our second place grade.    

These students brought in 595 total tops and points in 
September.  Five hundred ninety - five was not only the largest 
amount brought in by any grade, but also the best average per 
number of students brought in by any grade.  This year the focus for 
the trophy and prize winners will be based on each class’s average.  

Pictured with the 3rd grade class is 3rd 
grade teacher: Kristin Vandenberg and 3rd 
grade paraprofessional: Taylor Wild.

The Jr. High FCS Competes in their 
Second Annual Cupcake Wars

The junior high FCS classes competed in Heartland’s 
second annual Cupcake Wars.  Students formed teams, 
researched, and created what they hoped to be the winning 
cupcake!  FCS students not only learned how to create an 
award winning cupcake but they also learned about food 
production, safe handling techniques, preparing baked goods, 
and professional preparation techniques.  

Ch.I.L.D. Day Provided by 
Heartland Community School

The Heartland Community School 
is setting aside a special time for parents 
of children age 5 and below to 
participate in Ch.I.L.D. Day, which 
stands for Childhood Information on 
Language and Development.  Just as 
parents take their young children to the 
doctor for medical check-ups, the school 
can provide to parents the services of a 
“developmental wellness visit”.  The early 
childhood personnel at the school can 
provide current and useful information 
to parents concerning the early 
development of their baby, toddler, or 
preschooler.    

Ch.I.L.D. Day is a child find effort 
conducted by the Heartland 
Community School District.  School 

districts are required to conduct child 
find activities to ensure that young 
children who need early intervention 
services are identified.  Involvement in 
Ch.I.L.D. Day is a free, completely 
voluntary service and is conducted in a 
confidential manner.  

Ch.I.L.D. Day is set for Friday, 
Nov. 20 from 8:30am-4:30p.m.  For 
babies and toddlers under age 3, we will 
be meeting in family homes so that the 
children will feel more comfortable in 
their natural environment.  For children 
ages 3-5, we will be meeting in the 
Heartland Preschool room at the school. 

Interested parents who live in the 
Heartland School District can call the 
school office in Henderson to register 
for a time slot when the early 
intervention specialists can meet with 

their child.  Parents will be able to ask 
questions about their child’s 
development, complete a developmental 
checklist, and have their child play and 
interact informally with adults 
knowledgeable about young children.  
Further information may need to be 
gathered at a later time if the parents 
and school staff see any concerns.  
Parental permission is required for any 
further evaluation.   
The Heartland Community School 
wishes to extend this invitation as one 
way of providing support and 
information to parents of young 
children in our district.  Again, parents 
of young children in the Heartland 
school district are invited to call the 
school at 402-723-4434 to register for 
Ch.I.L.D. Day. 
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HENDERSON HUSKIE  YOUTH FOOTBALL TEAM
The Henderson youth football team concluded a 5-1 season with a trip to the 

inaugural Farmers Valley Youth Football League championship game.  The Huskies 
completed an undefeated regular season and lost to Cross County in the championship 
game Sunday, October 18th. "It was a lot of fun and with a lot of fundamentals for our 
boys. We truly stress how to play the game safely, while instilling a competitive spirit."
Those playing on the team from Heartland were:  Tucker Bergen, Kale Wetjen, 
Trev Peters, Trajan Arbuck, Hunter Perez, Zach Quiring, Reeve Oswald, 
Alexander Bell, Cole Miller,  Jacob Regier,  Jack McCormick, Carson Ott, 
Kaden Siebert, Dawson Ohrt, Hudson Regier, Merrick Maltsberger, Brent 
Senff & Wyatt Panko.  Coaches were: Matt Maltsberger, Brian Bergen,  Jim 
Ohrt,  Jeff Peters, David May & Derek Regier.  

Upcoming Dates

Nov. 3, 2015
Picture Retakes

Nov 9, 2015
Fall  Vocal Concert-(5-12th) @ 7:00PM

School Board Meeting @ 5:00pm

Nov. 10, 2015
5th Grade D.A.R.E. Graduation @ 7:00pm

Nov. 11, 2015
Art Club Elementary Workshop Session 1 

K-4th Grade @ 3:30pm

Nov. 13, 2015
2nd Grade Field Trip - Stuhr Museum

Nov. 17, 2015
SNC One Acts @ Heartland - 8:00AM

No School for 7-12th Grade

Nov. 18, 2015
Art Club Elementary Workshop Session 2 

K-4th Grade @ 3:30pm

Nov. 24, 2015
6-12th Grade Fall Band Concert 7:30PM

Nov 25-27, 2015
Fall Break-No School

Nov. 30, 2015
District One Acts

Heartland Quiz Bowl and Math Club
Heartland’s Quiz Bowl started off their first-ever meet at the 

Young Women’s Quiz Bowl in Seward, NE. Team Captain, Haley 
Huebert, led her teammates McKenna Friesen, Brooke 
Weisheit, and Isabelle Vanderneck with three wins in the 
morning round robin tournament against Friend B, Osceola, and 
Dorchester. But one loss to Friend A gave Heartland the 3rd seed for the 
afternoon.  With a win again against Dorchester and a loss to Humphrey, 
Heartland faced Friend A again for the 3rd place spot. It was a close 
match to the finish. Friend A took the lead at 80 to 60 with only 5 
minutes remaining. Each toss-up question is worth 10 points and is 
answered individually. If a toss-up question is answered correctly, then 
the team gets the chance to answer a bonus question worth 5 points. 
Before the 20 minutes expired, Heartland was 90-90 with Friend A. The 
next toss-up question answered correctly would win the match. 
Heartland took the match after the third toss-up question. 
Congratulations Haley, McKenna, Brooke, and Isabelle for earning 
that 3rd place spot! The next Quiz Bowl event will be in the Spring.

Also new to Heartland is the Math Club sponsored by Margalee 
Thomas and Laura Smith. The first event is at the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha on Friday, October 30th. The students planning to 
attend include Owen Wurst, Haley Huebert, McKenna Friesen, 
Mark Perez, and Noah Hiebner. Best of luck Heartland Math Club!

L to R:  Brooke Weisheit, Haley Huebert, McKenna 
Friesen & Isabelle Vanderneck.
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                                                                                                                                                        ! PAGE 11

Back Row:L to R: Owen Wurst, Clay Bergen, Nate 
Roegers Jose Romo & Matt Buller. Front Row: L to 
R:  Bailey Monnier, McKenna Friesen, Haley 
Huebert, Vanessa Hiebner & Rebekah Larson

 Homecoming Royalty

King & Queen

HOMECOMING 2015

Queen Haley Huebert & King Clay Bergen
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Office of the Superintendent

Heartland Community Schools

1501 Front Street

Henderson, NE 68371
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U.S. Postage PAID

Permit 26

Henderson, NE 68371

December Reminders
Dec. 7-18, 2015

NHS Food Drive

Dec. 9, 2015
State One Acts

Dec. 10, 2015
Elementary Holiday Concert-2:30/7:00PM            

Dec.12, 2015
ACT Test

Dec. 14, 2015
School Board Meeting @ 7:00PM

Dec. 21, 2015
 Vocal-7-12th/ Band-6-12th Concert @ 

7:30PM

Dec. 23-Jan 4, 2015
Winter Break-NO SCHOOL

Dec. 23-27, 2015
Gym Moratorium-No gyms open

ECRWSS
POSTAL CUSTOMER

WANTED
Art Club needs empty paper 
towel and toilet paper rolls.  
Please bring them to the 
school office.  Thank You.

DUE TO HOSTING THE SNC ONE 
ACTS ON NOVEMBER 17,  THERE 
WILL BE NO SCHOOL FOR GRADES 
7-12.

The 5th graders will be graduating 
from D.A.R.E Tuesday, November 
10 at 7:00pm in the Heartland 
Theater.


