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Huskies LeaderThe

From Brad Best, Superintendent...

To our parents and supporters,

PowerSchool- Get the APP!
Many of you access grades through 

PowerSchool, but if you don’t have the 
app, the app is a little more user 
friendly than through the computer.  
Parents and students can both use the 
app.  One advantage is you don’t have 
to log in every time.  Simply open the 
app to view the account of your 
student(s).  A second advantage; you 
will receive a notification with an up to 
date grade each time a teacher adds an 
assignment.  Everything you check 
from the computer, you can check on 
the app.  You will need to know the 
school’s access code:  GGXN.  Then, 
log in with the username and password 
you created for PowerSchool on the 
web (if you haven’t done this, you will 
need to).  See Tim Carr if you have 
additional questions or need help.

OUR MISSION:  The Heartland Community Schools of 
Henderson & Bradshaw is dedicated to educating all students by 
providing challenging opportunities to learn according to 
individual needs.

There has been a lot of discussion across the state and in the legislature 
surrounding how property taxes are out of control and that they must be 
reduced.  Many people believe that the schools continually increase their tax 
asking every year and that we should reduce our budgets to provide this relief.  
Over the last 10 years, the state has provided less funding for schools and 
pushed the responsibility back on the local property owners.  The first year for 
Heartland (98-99), the district received $576,000 in state aid.  This last year, we 
received $8,400.  From $3.7 million in state equalization seven years ago, York 
has dropped to just $225,000.  To fund the state budget, we need a tax system 
that is fair and balanced for all Nebraska taxpayers in every school district.  
Between 70-80% of a school’s budget is to pay for items mandated by our same 
state legislature.  We have no control over those expenses.  What we have is not 
a school spending issue; it is a state funding issue. 

In the Heartland district, we have reduced our tax asking each of the last 3 
years.  Because this trend will not last forever, we need to motivate our state 
senators to come up with a solution.  We are closely monitoring the current bills 
being discussed in Lincoln.  I encourage you to make your voice heard with our 
local representatives and encourage them to step up and deliver the funding that 
they have taken away over the last 10 years in order to relieve property owners.  
They need to find a way while allowing local control of expenditures.

Here are some statistics that you may find interesting:

• Nebraska ranks 49th in the country in the percentage of K-12 funding that 
comes from the state.

• Nebraska property owners pay the 7th highest effective property tax rate in 
the nation.

• Nebraska K-12 schools receive 33% of their funding from state sources 
while the national average is 47%.

• Nebraska K-12 schools receive 49% of their funding from local property 
taxes while the national average is 29%.
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On April 22, 2017, we will hold the Junior-Senior Prom.  There will be a 
meal for the Juniors and Seniors and their guests at 6:30pm in the old gym.  The  
cost for the meal is $15.00 for juniors and $15.00 for a guest and complimentary 
for Seniors.  After the meal, the students will do a walk-through from the 
cafeteria to the theater starting at 7:45pm.   The 9-12 student body, parents, and 
guests are invited to the Royalty ceremony held in the school theater starting at 
8:15pm.  The prom dance will be held in the south gym starting at 9:00pm.  
Students will need to purchase a $5.00 ticket to the dance and post prom 
activities from the High School office.  All  activities are chaperoned by parents.  
Any students leaving the prom early will need sponsor permission and parents 
will be called.

Superintendent
BRAD BEST

Ext. 205
bbest@heartlandschools.net

Business Manager
CHARLOTTE GREENWALL

Ext. 211
cgreenwall@heartlandschools.net

Superintendent’s
Administrative Assistant

Shelly Schmidt           
Ext. 201

sschmidt@heartlandschools.net

Drivers Education for 2017  (Corrected  Information)
Drivers Education Classes will be offered to Heartland students through Nebraska 
Drives.  The classes will take place at Heartland Community 
Schools in Henderson.  It is open to all area students who are 
14 years of age by October 1, 2017.  All students need a 
permit as soon as possible.  The fee for the class is $350.00 
per student and can be registered by calling 402-723-4595.  
Checks should be made out to Nebraska Drives, PO Box 
345, Henderson, NE, 68371.  Students can also pick up a 
registration form from the school office.  The fee must be paid by the first day of class.  
There is a $25 free for being a "no show" for the drive labs.
Only one session will be offered this summer, the date and times are July 5, 6, 7, and 10 
from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm with driving scheduled on students' own time.  If you have 
any questions, please contact David Coleman at 402-723-4595.

The Heartland Band Parents hosted the annual 
German Smorgasbord on Saturday, March 18th. This 
annual event started in 1956 to help fund the 
purchase of uniforms and large instruments. Last 
year, the committee celebrated their 60th annual 
Smorgasbord and it was the 40th year for Mr. 
Schweitzer. There was a great turnout as 1,351 people 
were served. 
Valerie Nunnenkamp was in line with a couple who 
were passing through Henderson. They had noticed 
an ad in the newspaper and as they returned home 
from a University of Nebraska baseball game, 
decided to stop. Valerie explained the history of the 
German Smorgasbord and all of the ethnic foods. They really enjoyed the 
evening and said they would like to make this an annual event. The 
evening ended with the Junior and Senior High band performing in 
concert.

Annual German Smorgasbord

mailto:bbest@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:bbest@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:sgerken@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:sgerken@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:cpeters@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:cpeters@heartlandschools.net?subject=
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Heartland Preschool Taking 
Applications for 

2017-18 School Year

Heartland Preschool is now taking 
applications for the 2017-18 school year, which will begin August 
16, 2017.  There will again be two sessions, each running four days 
a week, Monday through Thursday.  Mornings will be for 3-year-
olds and the afternoons will be for 4 & 5-year-olds.  Children can 
attend two, three, or four sessions a week.  The current cost for 
students to attend preschool is $65.00 per month for 2 sessions a 
week; $97.50 per month for 3 sessions a week; $130.00 per month 
for 4 sessions a week.  A cost increase may go into effect for 
the 2017-18 school year, pending approval by the Heartland 
School Board.  Tuition can be paid by the month, quarter or 
semester, and is due prior to the start of each pay period.  Reduced 
or free tuition is also available for those families who qualify.  
Please let the school office know if you want to apply for tuition 
assistance.  Children who are verified for special education 
services attend at the cost of the district, with no charge for the 
parents.  Their schedule is determined by their Individual 
Education Plan (IEP).

Interested parents can pick up an application form at the 
Heartland School office and then return the form after completing 
it.  Parents will be contacted in early June concerning their child’s 
application.  Parents can contact Dot Quiring, Heartland 
Preschool teacher, with questions at 402-723-4434.

   Girls On The Run (GOTR) of  York County 5K

Saturday, May 6, 2017 @ 10:00 p.m.
York High School Track Area
1005 Duke Drive
York, Nebraska

 The 5k is open to males and  females of all ages.  Walkers   
are welcome!
Registration is open until  April 15th ( for a guaranteed T-
shirt is April 5th).
For more information about Girls on the Run and to                                       
register, visit our website: 
 www.gotrnebraska.org/5k-information/
We are also seeking volunteers to help on race day, whether 
it be on the race route, the registration table, the happy 
hair station, or a variety of other jobs.  If you would like to 
volunteer, please contact Deb Potter at 402-483-0373.

April “To Do” List

Seniors

___ Continue applying for scholarships

___ Start purchasing dorm essentials now to avoid 
sticker shock in August.

___ Start looking for a summer job

Juniors

___ Register by April 6 for the May 2 SAT.

___ Register by May 8 for the June 13 ACT.

___ Schedule campus visits while colleges are still in  
session.

___ Start looking for scholarships.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Included in this newsletter is a Census Form 
for Heartland Community Schools.  Please 
complete & return this form to the school 
office by May 18, 2017 even if your children do 
not attend Heartland Community Schools.
It is important that you fill out this form and 
return it to the school office.
Thank you for your cooperation!

http://sat.collegeboard.org/register
http://sat.collegeboard.org/register
http://actstudent.org/regist/dates.html
http://actstudent.org/regist/dates.html
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Secondary Principal
TIM CARR

Ext. 207
tcarr@heartlandschools.net

Secondary 
Administrative Assistant

JESSICA TESSMAN
Ext. 208

jtessman@heartlandschools.net
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NSAA Sportsmanship  Award

Outstanding Bandmaster Award by NSBA

The 2017 Donald A. Lentz Outstanding Bandmaster Award recipient was 
presented to Royce Schweitzer, band 
director at Heartland Community 
Schools.  The award was presented by the 
Nebraska State Bandmasters Association 
at their annual banquet on March 3, 2017.
The Donald A. Lentz Outstanding 
Bandmaster Award is intended to 
recognize an individual who has made an 
outstanding contribution throughout his 
or her career, not to honor an individual 
for only a given year's work. The recipient 
of the Lentz Award will be viewed as one 
of the many superior band directors in 
Nebraska, and over the years a number of exceptional teachers will be so 
honored. A candidate for the Outstanding Bandmaster Award must be a 
band director in Nebraska and an NSBA member. Nominations for this 
award may come from school administrators, fellow teachers, students, 
community organizations or other individuals who possess a knowledge 
of the nominee's career.

HCS was presented with the 
2017 Class D1 NSAA 
Sportsmanship Award at the 
Pinnacle Bank Arena on March 
11.  Representing Heartland 
School was Tim Carr, Olivia 
Casper, and Ethan Hall.  

We would also like to thank everyone 
who donated at our previous drives this 

year. So far we have 
collected 49 total 

units. Of this 
amount, 30 units of 

blood were collected 
at the Home Show 
alone; 7 of those 

who donated were 
new blood donors. 

Heartland 2016-17 Yearbooks Are On Sale 
The 2016-17 yearbook sales are under way!  The 

yearbook will include all students from grades 9-12 as well 
as all of our extra- curricular activities and events.  If you or 
your child would like to purchase a yearbook, contact Mrs. 
Ostmeyer via E-Mail: sostmeyer@heartlandschools.net.  
Yearbooks are $40 each.

mailto:tcarr@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:tcarr@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:jtessman@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:jtessman@heartlandschools.net?subject=
mailto:ostmeyer@heartlandschools.net
mailto:ostmeyer@heartlandschools.net
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Elementary Principal
SADIE HOUCK

Ext. 206
shouck@heartlandschools.net

The Elementary Field 
Day will be held on May 
3rd, 2017, starting at 
12:00 pm.  

WEEK In the Elementary 

Elementary students designing  t-shirts 
with local artist  Liz Shea-McCoy

mailto:chuebert@heartlandschools.net
mailto:chuebert@heartlandschools.net
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Important State

 Testing Dates

                   March
28th:  6th grade Language Arts

29th:  6th grade Language Arts

30th: 5th grade Language Arts

31st:  5th grade Language Arts

4th:  4th grade Language Arts  

5th:  4th grade Language Arts!!

6th:  3th grade Language Arts!!

7th:  3rd grade Language Arts!!

11th:  5th & 6th grade Math! !
12th:  5th & 6th grade Math! !

13th:  2nd grade Reading  

April 

18th:  2nd grade Reading

19th:  3rd & 4th grade Math

20th:  3rd & 4th grade Math

25th:  5th grade Science

26th:   5th grade Science
27th: 3rd & 4th grade Reading

28th:  5th & 6th grade Reading

The Lady Huskies had a very successful season this 
year.  They set a school record with the most wins in a 
season.  The team received  3rd in the Nebraska 
Holiday Tournament, 3rd in the Southern Nebraska 
Conference tournament, and 4th in the State 
Tournament. This was the first time in Heartland 
history the Lady Huskies had made the state 
tournament in basketball.  
Effort and attitude are two actions you can control.  
The Lady Huskies had both great effort and attitude all 
season long, which led to their success.  Coach 
Veerhusen would like to thank them for their time and 
effort.  It takes special individuals to work that hard for 
a whole season.  
The team would not have as much success without 
everybody's support.  We had great support from the 
school, administration, community, fans, and parents.  
Parents thank you for all your time and effort.  Your 
support this last season was simply amazing.  We 
greatly appreciate all that you did for us this season.

Girls Take 4th at State Basketball

Coach Ribble would like to thank our administration 
for all of their support.  Also, our basketball parents 
are top notch.  They released their sons to our team, 
and allowed them to be coached.  Lastly, thanks to 
the fans who followed us through our journey this 
season.  It was a blast to share this season with so 
many passionate, helpful supporters.  
Our boys had a very successful season this year.  
Through the ups and downs of the season, the team 
stuck together and accomplished great things.   A few 
of our accolades were:

• 14-9 Record
• Sub District Champions
• District Champions
• State Tournament Qualifier
• D-1 State Tournament Sportsmanship Award 
• Finished in the top ten in the Lincoln Journal 

Star and the Omaha World Herald

Boys’ Basketball Team 2017

Let’s do our best for HCS!!!
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What a great year to be a Huskie! 
In only their second year, the 
Heartland Huskie High School 
Quiz Bowl team has made us 
proud. They received runner-up 
honors at the Southern Nebraska 
Conference Quiz Bowl 
Competition!
Members of the team in the photo 
are: Colton Monnier, Brooke Weisheit, Ethan Hall, 
Isabelle Vanderneck, & Leslie Braun.

Quiz Bowl Scholastic Book Fair 

The Scholastic Book Fair 
was held February 28-
March 7 at Heartland 
Community Schools. Thank 
you to everyone who visited 
and purchased books for 
your family and your child's 
classroom. With your 
generosity, 182 books went 
into the classroom! 

 
Heartland Community Schools 

 
2017 Boys Golf Schedule  

 
 

Date Event Location Start Depart Arrive home 

March 28 Sutton/DT/Harvard 
Quad 

Sutton 4:00 PM 2:50 PM 7:00 PM 

March 30 Superior Invite Superior 9:00 AM 6:50 AM 6:00 PM 

April 5 Friend Invite Friend 10:00 AM 8:05 AM 5:30 PM 

April 11 Fillmore Central 
Invite 

Geneva 10:00 AM 8:30 AM 5:00 PM 

April 11 HCS Track 
Concessions (JV 

workers) 

Henderson 1:30 PM N/A 7:00 PM 

April 12 Milford Invite Milford 9:30 AM 7:45 AM 5:00 PM 

April 13 HCS Jr. High 
Track Concessions 

Henderson 12:30 PM N/A 5:00 PM 

April 14 No School No Practice    

April 17 No School Practice 3:45 PM   

April 19 David City Invite David City 9:30 AM 7:30 AM 5:30 PM 

*April 25 *Blue Hill 
Scramble 

Red Cloud 9:30 AM 7:30 AM 5:30 PM 

*April 28 *HCS/TC/York JV 
Triangular 

Henderson 4:00 PM 3;15 PM 6:30 PM 

May 2 Sutton Invite Sutton 9:00 AM 7:50 AM 4:30 PM 

May 4 SNC Tournament Geneva 10:00 AM 8:30 AM 4:30 PM 

May 10 Thayer Central 
Invite 

Hebron 9:30 AM 7:45 AM 5:00 PM 

May 15 Golf Districts- TBA 
May 26 Golf State- TBA 

 *These events are varsity events with Blue Hill and the home Triangular are inclusive with the JV. 

Boys Golf  Team 2017

Front row left to right...
Lane Truitt, Jaden Regier, Hayes Oswald, 
Ric Bulin, Ben Mestl, &  Peyton Ott
Back rom left to right
Noah Hiebner, Reagan Weisheit, Harmon 
Perez, Cade Oswald, Morgan Maltsberger,  
& Carson Amack.
Coach Maltsberger
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Girls Track Team 2017

Boys Track Team 2017

 Go Huskies

Upcoming Dates

April 5-7, 2017
FFA State Convention @ Lincoln

April 6-8, 2017
FBLA State Convention @ Omaha

April 10, 2017
NHS Banquet @ 7:00pm

April 10, 2017
School Board Meeting @ 8:00pm

April 13, 2017
1st Grade Field Trip Lincoln

April 14 & 17, 2017
NO SCHOOL

April 20 & 21, 2017
District Music Contest @ Sutton 

April 22, 2017
Prom-6:30/Dance-9:00pm

April 27, 2017
FFA Banquet @ 6:30pm

           Community Blood Bank 
Blood Drive on Friday, 

April 28th 
9:00-12:30 to 
reach our NHS 

Blood Drive 
scholarship goal. 
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CENSUS DATA 
 
Once again, Heartland Community Schools will be conducting a school census during the month 

of June.  In order to get the most accurate and complete number and names of persons living 
within our district, we are asking the patrons to complete the attached questionnaire.  It is 

important for one form to be filled out for each household that has children aged birth to 21 
years, even if you’re children do not attend Heartland Community Schools.  Please return 

the completed questionnaire to the school office or mail to the Superintendent’s Office,  
1501 Front Street, Henderson, NE 68371. 

 
This information affects our state funding, so it is very important that we have current and 
accurate data. 
 
 
FAMILY NAME: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
FATHER: ___________________________ MOTHER: _______________________________  
 
ADDRESS:  ___________________   ________ PHONE: _________________________ 
                    Street No.                          P.O. Box      
       LOCATION OF RESIDENCE  
______________________________________ BY COUNTY: ____________________ 
City, State, Zip Code 
 
NAMES OF ALL CHILDREN FROM BIRTH TO 21 YEARS (Include children attending 
college who are living away from home or serving in the Armed Forces) 
 
NAME   DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH GENDER GRADE 
    Month/Day/Year    TOWN/STATE   (2017-18) 
 
________________ ______________ _______________ M F _________ 
________________ ______________ _______________ M F _________ 
________________ ______________ _______________ M F _________ 
________________ ______________ _______________ M F _________ 
________________ ______________ _______________ M F _________ 
________________ ______________ _______________ M F _________ 
________________ ______________ _______________ M F _________ 
________________ ______________ _______________ M F _________ 
 
        (Not attending school 0; Preschool P; Kindergarten K; Grades 1-12; Graduated G) 
 

PLEASE COMPLETE & RETURN THIS FORM 
BY MAY 15, 2017 

EVEN IF YOUR CHILDREN DO NOT ATTEND 
HEARTLAND COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION! 
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May Reminders
May 2, 2017

Awards Night @ 7:00pm

May 3, 2017
Elementary Field Day

May 5, 2017
3rd Grade Field Trip Hasting

May 7, 2017
Commencement @ 2:30pm

May 8, 2017
School Board Meeting @ 8:00pm

May 23, 2017
Last Day of School-

Dismiss @ 11:30am

ECRWSS
POSTAL CUSTOMER

Office of the Superintendent

Heartland Community Schools

1501 Front Street

Henderson, NE 68371

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage PAID

Permit 26

Henderson, NE 68371

BRADSHAW VILLAGE AND LOCAL AREA RESIDENTS
COMMUNITY GATHERING 

APRIL 23, 2017 @ 5:00 P.M.
BRADSHAW COMMUNITY CENTER

Learn about the results of a task force which looked at how 
we can make our community more marketable and how you 

may be able to get involved

Hamburger and hotdog feed beginning at 5:00 p.m.

Games and fun in the park for youth while we discuss our 
opportunities!


