



 

		 	  
 

IMPORTANT DATES     

April 3 & 6 

No School - Spring Break 
April 10 & 11 

7:00PM School Play 
April 13 

7:00PM School Board Meeting  
  April 14 

No School - Staff Workday 
April 16 

5:00PM FFA  Chapter Banquet 
and Auction 

April 20 
7:00PM NHS Induction 

April 23 & 24 
District Music  @ Sutton 

April 25 
Prom 

April 28 
7:00PM Awards Night 

April 29 
12:00 PM Elementary Field Day 

May 5 
12:00 PM Elementary Field Day  

(make-up date) 
	 	  May 10 

2:00 PM Graduation 
May 11 

School Board Meeting 
May 20 

Last Day of School  
dismiss @ 11:30 



Mr. Jeremy Klein, Superintendent 
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External Team Visits Heartland 

On Tuesday, March 17th and Wednesday, March 18th the district facilitated an external visitation as 
a part of our continuous school improvement process. These external visitations are a required part 
of our accreditation process and they typically occur every 5 years.


Our external visitation team consisted of Erin Sieh (elementary principal, Freeman Public Schools), 
Dani Beerbohm (director of learning, Ashland-Greenwood Public Schools), Jen McNalley (director of 
mental health and wellness, ESU 5 Beatrice), and Aaron Delhay (director of technology, Freeman 
Public Schools). 


As a part of the visitation process, the external team toured our facilities, observed classrooms, and 
visited with numerous groups of stakeholders including staff, students, parents, and community 
members. The goal of the external team was to learn about our school along with our school 
improvement efforts and processes.  At the conclusion of their visit, the visitation team presented a 
brief exit report to our staff in order to share their observations and their preliminary 
recommendations. A copy of the exit report presentation can be found on the district’s homepage 
inside of an article titled “Successful 5-Year External Visitation.”


The external team was very complimentary of every aspect of our school.  The external team 
provided positive feedback in a wide variety of areas, but a clear set of themes emerged from 
the feedback that they provided in their report. Those themes included 1) Heartland students are 
consistently learning and performing at high levels across multiple domains; 2) Heartland students 
are proud of their school and they are very appreciative of the adults that show up for them every 
single day; 3) our staff is competent, compassionate, professional, and positive; and 4) a safe, 
positive, caring, people-centered culture is clearly embedded into how we live and learn here at 
Heartland Community Schools.


Suggestions were provided by the external team relating to how we might look at determining our 
next academic achievement goals and how we might continue to build out and formalize some of 
our very effective systems.  We’re confident that as we move forward in identifying future goals and 
next steps that we’ll be able to establish clear and actionable goals that are well within our capacity 
to achieve.


The external team was extremely impressed and in many cases, envious of the school, the 
students, and staff that we have here at Heartland.  The successful visitation is a reflection of the 
many years of great work that everybody across our entire organization has contributed toward the 
betterment of our school and for the benefit of our students. There are many people who put a lot of 
work into making the external visitation a tremendous success. Our school improvement team, our 
staff, and our students all deserve a great deal of credit for their work, their leadership, and their 
assistance throughout this visitation process.

OUR MISSION 
EMPOWERING EXCELLENCE - Every Student, Every Day



     

CONGRATULATIONS STUDENTS!



Heartland FBLA members, Kate 
Haidle, Ashlyn Friesen, Tara 
B u z e k , I s a b e l l e B u l l e r 
volunteered helping Henderson 
Health Care Foundation set up 
for their 2026 Gala fundraiser.
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Tara Buzek and Isabelle Buller getting desserts 
ready for the meal.

Kate Haidle and Ashlyn Friesen putting appetizers 
on the tables. 



Summer Reading Program 
The Summer Reading Program at Heartland will start on June 9th from 9:00AM - 12:00PM in 
the Elementary Library. The theme is UNEARTH A STORY. 
The Library will be open on Tuesdays & Thursdays in Henderson from 9:00AM - 12:00PM for 6 
weeks. Weekly prizes will be awarded for every 100 minutes read. Children reading 5 out of 
the 6 weeks will be rewarded with a grand prize trip.

All preschool and elementary students are welcome to come to participate in the program. 
Reading packets will be sent home with the students at the end of the school year. Packets 
may also be picked up at the office.

Children who spend part of their summer reading or being read to are more likely to read well 
when they return to school in the fall. The Summer Reading Program gives children the 
chance to read at their leisure and develop a wider appreciation of books.

  Heartland student Tynslee Ogorzolka was a top 
10  finalist in the 2026 American Mother's 
Fifth  Grade Essay Contest, "What My Mother 
Means to Me."  She received the award on Friday, 
February 27, at  the Nebraska State Capitol.     
Receiving the award with Tynslee were her 
grandma, great-grandma, and a family friend.        
Fifth grade teacher Tara  Maltsberger  facilitates 
her students entering the competition, and she 
has had a top 10  finalist for the past 13 years.  
Congratulations to Tynslee and her mother, 
Tiffanee. 

MRS MALTSBERGER’S FIFTH GRADERS 
RECENTLY VISITED THE STATE CAPITOL



NHS Students Read to Elementary 
Students for Dr. Seuss Day
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The elementary celebrated Dr. Seuss Day, 
which means the National Honor Society 

students visit the elementary with books and 
activities!



Kindergarten Transition Days

Transitioning to Kindergarten is a big milestone 
for children and their families! We want to make 
sure that this transitions as smooth as possible in 
order to familiarize the children with the staff 
and building as well as make the first days of 
Kindergarten more successful. All children in the 
Heartland school district who will be starting 
Kindergarten in the Fall of 2026 are invited to 
join Heartland Preschool and Bethesda Preschool 
students to take part in transition days.

We will introduce the children to important 
people who work in the school and visit important 
places around the building. The children will get a 
transition book to take home and read throughout 
the summer to get ready for Kindergarten! It will 
include pictures of the people and places we 
visited.

When: Tuesday, April 21st 2:15 PM - 3:30 PM        
 Thursday, April 23rd 2:15 PM - 3:30 PM

Where: Heartland Community Schools

   1501 Front Street

   Henderson, Nebraska

Why: To make the important transition to 
Kindergarten as smooth as possible

What parents should do now: Please call the 
school office, 402-723-4434 and talk to Tammy or 
Dandi to sign your child up for Kindergarten 
Transition Days!


The Elementary Field 
Day will be held on 

Wednesday, April 29th, 
2026 starting at 

12:00pm  
   * Rain date is Tuesday     
May 5th

2026 Drivers Education 
Drivers Education classes will no longer be offered to 

Heartland students through David Coleman. 

       

Below are 3 options to consider for driver's education. 

https://www.roadready.biz/ 

https://www.unk.edu/offices/safety_center/ 

https://dmv.nebraska.gov/dl/approved-driver-
safety-schools 

https://www.roadready.biz/
https://www.unk.edu/offices/safety_center/
https://dmv.nebraska.gov/dl/approved-driver-safety-schools
https://dmv.nebraska.gov/dl/approved-driver-safety-schools


GIRLS’ TRACK TEAM 
Front Row: L to R: Kynleigh Joseph, Kylee Hart, 
Kennedy Johnson, Kinsley Friesen, Isabelle Buller, 
Willabelle Panko, Paisley Joseph, Julia Tessman, Katy 
Farrall, Ashlyn Rotter, Sydney Rempel 
Second Row: L to R: Cadence Swim, Meggan Friesen, 
Andilyn Stebbing, Tara Buzek, Emma Dardenne, Hallie 
Tessman, Grace Splinter, Faith Hiebner, Laura 
Splinter, Abby Nolan, Riley Quiring, Madalyn Janzen, 
Sophie Minary, Kate Haidle, Ashlyn Friesen


BOYS’ GOLF 
Front row L to R: Hayden Perez, Aiden 
Bartek, Andrew Onnen, Landen Hansen,                   
Hayden Powers, Daniel Vasquez, Wyatt 
Friesen 
Back row L to R: Jake Mierau, Weston 
Panko, Wyatt Dose, Kyler Luebbe, Leo 
McCormick, Landon Mierau, Tyler 
Mollevik, Will Regier, Cason Bamesberger   
(Not pictured: Porter Dose)          

BOYS’ TRACK TEAM 
Front Row: L to R: Brayden Wolinski, Heston 
Switzer, Jonathan Friesen, Carter Peters, Jagger 
Regier, Adrik Friesen, Brian Bearinger, Brooks 
Burgess, Luke Janzen, Jace Kisler, Jack Goertzen, 
Hudson Gloystein, Brendon Doyle, Noah Miller 
Second Row: L to R: Ben Thomas, Rigs Newton, 
River Glinsmann, Nevada Gloystein, Zaine 
Swartzendruber, Sam Friesen, Trenton Goertzen, 
Holden Switzer, Josh Goertzen, Maddox Regier, 
Aydenn Scherff, Mason Wiens, Kaleb Ostrander, 
Rylee Scheidemann 

H&H SPRING SPORTS
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Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 Jan. 1 1 2
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Aug. 7 Jan. 4-5 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Aug. 10-12 Teacher Inservice Jan. 6 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 Aug. 13 Jan. 15 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
30 31

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 6
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Sept. 7 Feb. 12 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 Sept. 14 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
27 28 29 30

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Oct. 9 Last Day - 1st Quarter Mar. 5 Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 Oct. 12 First Day - 2nd Quarter Mar. 8 PTC 4:30 PM - 8:30 PM 1 2 3 4 5 6
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Oct. 19 Mar. 9 PTC 4:30 PM - 8:30 PM 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Oct. 19 PTC 4:30 PM - 8:30 PM Mar. 10 Last Day - 3rd Quarter 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 Oct. 20 PTC 4:30 PM - 8:30 PM Mar. 11 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Mar. 12 No School - Winter Break 28 29 30 31

Mar. 15 First Day - 4th Quarter

Mar. 26 No School - Spring Break

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Mar. 29 No School - Spring Break Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 Apr. 13 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 Nov. 25-27 No School - Thanksgiving Break 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
29 30 25 26 27 28 29 30

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 1
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Dec. 18 May 5 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 Dec. 21 May 9 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 Dec. 22-31 No School - Holiday Break May 14 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
27 28 29 30 31 Dec. 23-27 May 17 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Additional days for students and/or staff will be added 
to the end of the year if it is determined to be necessary.

District Golf May 17-18
State Track May 21-22

Phone:  402-723-4434
www.heartlandschools.org ADOPTED 3/9/26

State Golf May 25-26

Heartland Community Schools
1501 Front Street

Henderson, NE 68371

School Year
171 Student Days District Music Week of Apr. 19

Curriculum Development 185 Teacher Days District Track May 13

2nd Semester
85 Student Days Boys State Basketball Mar. 10-11-12-13

Event 92 Teacher Days Start of Spring Practices Mar. 1

1st Semester
86 Student Days NSAA Moratorium Dec. 23-27

Early Dismissal 93 Teacher Days Girls State Basketball Mar. 3-4-5-6

4th Quarter
42 Student Days Start of Winter Practices Nov. 16

Parent-Teacher Conferences 45 Teacher Days District One-Act Week of Nov. 30

3rd Quarter
43 Student Days State Football 1st Rd. Oct. 30

No School - Break 47 Teacher Days State Volleyball Nov. 4-5-6-7

Beginning/End of Term 44 Teacher Days Start of Fall Practices Aug. 10

2nd Quarter
46 Student Days District Golf Oct. 5-6

No School - Professional Development 49 Teacher Days State Golf Oct. 12-13

No School - Professional Development Graduation

Last Day - 2nd Semester (11:30 Dismissal)

NSAA Moratorium Teacher Inservice

1st Quarter
40 Student Days NSAA DATES

Last Day - 1st Semester (Regular Dismissal) Seniors' Last Day

December 2026 May 2027

No School - Staff Workday (HS Track Invite)

No School - Professional Development

November 2026 April 2027

October 2026 March 2027
No School - Professional Development

No School - Professional Development

No School - Professional Development

September 2026 February 2027

No School - Labor Day No School - Mid-Winter Break

New Teacher Orientation No School - Professional Development

Classes Resume / 1st Day - 2nd Semester

K-12 Classes Begin (11:40 Dismissal) No School - Mid-Winter Break

HEARTLAND COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
2026 - 2027 SCHOOL CALENDAR

August 2026 January 2027

No School - Holiday Break



Office of the Superintendent 

Heartland Community Schools 

1501 Front Street 

Henderson, NE 68371

ECRWSS 
POSTAL CUSTOMER

2026 Census 
Included in the March newsletter was a Census 
form for Heartland Community Schools. Please 
complete and return this form even if your 
child does not attend Heartland 
Community Schools.
It is important that you fill out this form and 
return it to the school office.

Thank you for your cooperation!

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage PAID 

Permit 26 
Henderson, NE 68371

Heartland Community Schools 
Henderson/Bradshaw

@hcsdogpound

www.heartlandschools.org

1501 Front Street, Henderson, NE 
402.723.4434

http://www.heartlandschools.org

