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LEADER August / September 2023 
Heartland Community School News          

IMPORTANT DATES 
August 1 

6:00 PM 7th Grade & New Student        
        Orientation 

7:00 PM Sports Information Meeting 
August 14 

8:00 PM School Board Meeting 
August 14 - 16 

Professional Development Day  
August 15 

5:00 PM - K - 6th Back to           
         School Night  Outdoor Games                                        
6:00 PM PK - 6th General Session 
5:30 PM Computer Distribution  

         7th - 12rh Grade 
August 17 

First Day of School Dismiss at 11:40 AM 
September 4 
    NO SCHOOL - Labor Day 

September 9 
     Yorkfest 
September 11 

 NO SCHOOL -   Professional 
Development Day    
8:00 PM School Board Meeting 

October 9 & 12 
4:30 PM - 8:30 PM Parent Teacher 
Conferences 

  Please remember the 
right lane of traffic in 
the circle is for drop 
off only. Please do not 
park cars along the 
curb on that side. 

OUR MISSION 
Heartland Community Schools - Henderson/

Bradshaw strives to provide challenging educational 
opportunities for ALL students to reach their highest 

level of excellence.

Dear Heartland Elementary Families,


Welcome to the 2023-2024 school year!  Our first day 
of school for K-12 is Thursday, August 17 with an 11:40am 
dismissal and no lunch served. Back to School Night will be 
Tuesday, August 15.  This year, some of the high school 
groups will be sponsoring outdoor activities on the evening 
of Back to School Night.  The fun will begin at 5:00pm and 
last until 5:50pm on the playground in an open house 
format.  Families are welcome to visit PK-6th grade 
classrooms that evening from 5:30 to 5:50pm or after the 
general session. The general session for PK - 6th grade 
families will begin at 6:00pm in the south gym.   You will 
receive several forms this evening as well as on the first 
day of school. Many of these forms will require a 
signature.  Please be sure to return these to the school as 
soon as possible.   We hope to see you at Back to School 
Night.


Thank you for your continued commitment to your 
child’s education and dedication to Heartland Community 
Schools.  Let’s have a great year!  


Mrs. Dana Reinke

Elementary Principal




These great people will be joining our staff this fall . . . 
Paige Peters 

5th/6th Math & 1st Grade Math/
Science/Social Studies 

Ms. Peters will be joining the Heartland Huskies 
as the 5th/6th grade Math teacher and the 1st 
grade Math/Science/Social Studies teacher. 
This will be her first teaching job, as she recently 
graduated from Wayne State College in 
December of 2022. Ms. Peters will also be 
helping with the High School Girls Basketball 
team in the winter. She is the daughter of Rod 
and Cindi Peters of Bancroft, Nebraska and 
granddaughter of Burton and Jean Peters and 
Jerome and Sharon Chvatal.
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Andrea Happel 
3rd Grade 

Andrea Happel is joining Heartland 
Community School as a new third grade 
teacher. Andrea has been a teacher for 
seven years. She graduated from the 
University of Nebraska in Omaha in 
December of 2015 with a degree in 
Elementary Education with an emphasis in 
interdisciplinary skills. She will graduate 
with her Masters in Literacy from 
Concordia University in August 2023. 
Andrea grew up in McCool Junction and 
loves the small town atmosphere. Andrea 
has two children, Brooke (9) and Ryan (8). 
Her family enjoys traveling, being 
adventurous, and Husker football!

Amy Pinney 
Senior High ELA 

Amy Pinney joins us from Scottsbluff 
High School where she has taught upper 
level English for the past four years and 
been the Speech Coach for the past six 
years. Now starting her twelfth year of 
teaching, she is excited to meet 
students, staff, and parents at Heartland. 
Mrs. Pinney holds a Bachelor of 
Journalism Degree from the University of 
Nebraska Lincoln, and a Master’s of 
Teach ing Deg ree f rom Wes te rn 
Governors University. Originally from 
Nebraska City, she is excited to be back 
on this end of the state closer to family. 
Mrs. Pinney and her husband, Ray, are 
excited for their new adventures here. 
They have two college age children, 
Samantha (UNL), and Kailey (UW), as 
well as three grown children. In her spare 
time she enjoys horseback riding, 
spending time with family and friends, 
and reading.

James McCartney
Business Teacher

James McCartney is a 3rd year teacher and 
will be teaching courses in business. He is 
originally from a small town in Kansas 
called Hesston which is famous for Swather 
tractors! He and his wife both attended 
Bethel College where he received an 
undergrad degree in business. Prior to 
teaching, he spent time in Corporate Sales/
Retention, Higher Education, Management,  
and some manufacturing. During that time 
he received a masters degree in Business 
Administration from Newman University.  
The past 2 years he has taught business at 
Barr Middle School in Grand Island while 
pursuing his masters degree in education.  
He and his wife reside in Aurora with their 3 
children Makaylah (freshman), Colton (2nd 
grade), and Avery (preschool).  They will be 
welcoming their 4th child at the beginning of 
November. In his free time, James enjoys 
being outdoors, grilling, smoking meat, and 
watching the Kansas City Chiefs stack 
Super Bowls!



JEREMY KLEIN 
Superintendent 
jklein@heartlandschools.net

TAMMY OTT 
Superintendent’s Administrative 
Assistant 
tott@heartlandschools.net

JANET MAY 
Secondary Administrative 
Assistant 
jmay@heartlandschools.net

DANA REINKE 
Elementary Principal 
dreinke@heartlandschools.net

Heartland Community Schools 
Henderson/Bradshaw

@hcsdogpound

www.heartlandschools.org

1501 Front Street, Henderson, NE 
402.723.4434 

402.723.4431 (fax)

ADMINISTRATIVE 
SUPPORT STAFF

CHARLOTTE GREENWALL 
 Business Manager 
 cgreenwall@heartlandschools.net

ELEMENTARY  
ADMINISTRATION

TIM CARR 
Secondary Principal 
tcarr@heartlandschools.net

HIGH SCHOOL 
ADMINISTRATION

SUPERINTENDENT

CO
NT

AC
T U

S
Kelsey Vnoucek  

7-12 School Counselor 
We are thrilled about the addition of Kelsey Vnoucek to 
our team as a 7-12 school counselor. She will also be 
teaching our 8th-grade careers class. Her great-
grandfather, David P. Friesen, taught at Henderson for 
20 years, starting in the 1920s, and she’s proudly 
following in his footsteps. She lives in Geneva with her 
husband, Kyle. They have a 4 year-old daughter, Amelia, 
a 2 year-old son, Levi, and two crazy cats that keep life 
at home busy.  
Upon graduating from Fillmore Central High School, 
Kelsey attended Nebraska Wesleyan University, where she 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in business 
administration with a minor in finance. Later she decided 
her calling was school counseling. She will graduate in 
December from Doane University with a Master of 
Education in K-12 School Counseling. Her previous work 
experience includes being a media center and intervention 
paraprofessional at Fillmore Central and a K-12 School 
Counselor at Hastings Catholic Schools. She looks 
forward to helping all Huskies grow and develop their 
skills to reach their highest level of excellence. 

Rachael Strong 
Junior High ELA  

Rachael Strong is the new 7th-8th ELA 
teacher here at Heartland Community Schools! 
She student-taught with us last spring and 
was hired on to take over the ELA position. 
She graduated in 2023 from York University, 
and she and her husband, Jordan, live in York.  

Please take any opportunity you have to 
introduce yourself and welcome our new team 

members to Heartland Community Schools! 

mailto:jklein@heartlandschools.net
http://www.heartlandschools.org


Heartland FBLA Members Attend 
 National Leadership Conference in Atlanta 

The Heartland Future Business Leaders of America 
(FBLA) chapter traveled to Atlanta for the National 
Leadership Conference from June 26 to July 1. 
Nicholas Thieszen, Brady Goertzen, Lydia Jahnke, 
Siddalee Kliewer, and Austin Schmidt along with 
chaperone Heidi Ruhl experienced the weeklong 
conference activities. The group stayed at the 
Courtland Grand Hotel in downtown Atlanta.

Members competed in the following events: Nicholas 
Thieszen in Personal Finance, Brady Goertzen in 
International Business, Lydia Jahnke and Siddalee 
Kliewer in Business Plan, and Austin Schmidt in 
Accounting 1.
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          ACTIVITIES ADMISSION PRICES 

2023-2024 
Admission Prices        Yearly Passes 
Students K-12 $5.00.      $180.00 per family 
Adults		    $6.00       $75.00 single adult  
Seniors (65+)	   $2.00       $50.00 student (K-12)                                                                                                      
Jr. High events FREE


   * $20 limit per family per event excluding                                                                                
	 conference and district events. 


Admission Prices and Maximum Family Costs set 
by HCS do not apply to Conference or NSAA 
events, those rates are set and required to be 
charged by the Conference and/or NSAA.

 
Breakfast/Lunch Prices for 

2023-2024 

Prices for the 2023-2024 school year are as 
follows: 

Breakfast prices are $1.95 for students and 
$2.00 for adults. Students who qualify for 
the reduced price meals will pay $0.30 for 
breakfast and $0.40 for lunch. The milk 
price is $0.50. Lunch prices for students in 
grades K-6 are $3.10, 7-12 lunch $3.25, 
employee lunch $3.80, guest lunch $4.00. 
Students may get second helpings if they are 
available and if students have a positive 
lunch balance. This amount is entered on 
your child’s lunch account every week. 

*We ask that all families keep their lunch 
accounts with a positive balance.

It is the policy of Heartland Community Schools, in accordance 
with Nebraska law, that special education records be destroyed 
five years after they are no longer needed to provide educational 
services to a student. 
If your child was dismissed from special education five or more 
years ago, his/her special education records will be destroyed. A 
permanent record of name, address, phone number, grades, 
attendance record, classes attended, grade level completed and 
year completed will be maintained at the school. 
If you would like a copy of your child’s records, please contact the 
school at 402-723-4434.  If we do not receive a request from you, 
your child’s records will be destroyed beginning September 15, 
2023. 



 
 

The following Student/Athletic Forms that need to be turned in are: 
•  NSAA Consent form signed by athlete and parents, ALL yellow highlighted 

sections must be completed. 
• Sports Physical Form 
• 7th Grade Student Physical Form 
• Concussion book in the High School office must be signed by a parent. 
All forms are available on the Heartland Community Schools website by clicking 
on Menu/ For parents/ Back to school forms

Computer Distribution 
North Gym  

Grades 7th - 12th 
Tuesday, August 15th  

5:30pm - 7:30pm 

Remember to bring: 
Signature form (found on school website) 

$30 to Heartland Community Schools

7th - 12th Grade

Tuesday, August 1st 
6:00pm 7th Grade/New Student Orientation 
7:00pm Sports Information Meeting for Parents

HUSKIE  

POWER!
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KINDERGARTEN 
1 Large Book Bag (easily zipped by child) 
4- #2 pencils, sharpened 
4 Pencil top erasers 
2 Dry erase markers (large) 
Fiskar scissors 
Standard size colored pencils (box of 12) 
Fat classic color markers (box of 10) 
4 Jumbo glue sHcks 
2 Large boxes of Kleenex (250 count) 
3 Ring binder, 1”wide, (white with clear sleeve cover) 
1 Zippered clear pencil pouch (fits in a 3 ring binder) 
Oversized paint shirt – labeled (FOR ART) 
1 Wide-ruled composiHon journal 
1 Large container of Clorox wipes 
1 set child headphones - labeled with name for I-pads 
1 water boZle labeled with name (Please return clean & filled each day) 
*Markers and colored pencils may need to be replaced at semester 
PLEASE LABEL EACH INDIVIDUAL ITEM WITH CHILD’S NAME 

GRADE 1 
Book bag 
1 pack of No. 2 pencils 
2 Plain Erasers  
Set of 4 Dry Erase Markers 
4 Glue sHcks   
Pencil box (labeled) 
2 Boxes of 24 crayons  
2 Folders - two pocket (plasHc is recommended) 
1 Box of sharpened colored pencils (twistable are okay) 
1 Box classic colored markers 
1 Pair of Scissors 
1 boZle liquid white glue 
1 Over-sized paint shirt (labeled FOR ART) 
1 Container of Clorox wipes 
1 set headphones (NO EARBUDS) 
2- 1” white binders with clear pocket front 
2 Large boxes of Kleenex (250 count) 
1 water boZle labeled with name (Please return clean & filled each day) 

Snack daily 
Please DO NOT label supplies as some will be shared 

GRADE 2  
1 Large book bag 
1- 3 Ring binder, 1” with clear sleeve cover 
5 Binder Dividers 
2 Large Erasers 
5 Jumbo glue sHcks 
1 BoZle of CRAFT glue (brown boZle) 
Crayons 
Scissors (intermediate size) 
Colored pencils (Twistables are fine with me!) 
2 Large boxes of Kleenex (250+ count) 
Pencil Box 
Thick washable markers 
Dry Erase markers 
1 Durable plasHc pocket folder 
5 – #2 pencils 
2 Containers Clorox wipes 
1 Set of HEADPHONES - not earbuds 
Over-sized paint shirt (labeled FOR ART) 
1 water boZle labeled with name (Please return clean & filled each day) 

Snack daily 
Label all items 

GRADE 3 
Book Bag 
1 Pencil bag or box 
Pencils (Regular or Mechanical, if mechanical please send extra lead) 
Erasers - pencil top or large 
2 Packages of 4 Dry erase markers (fine Opped) 
Colored pencils (Twistables)      
1 Box of broad Hp classic colored markers 
Scissors 
1 ComposiHon notebook 
1 Container Clorox wipes - shared 
2 Large boxes of Kleenex - shared 
1 Set of earbuds or small headphones for iPads 
1 Red double pocket folder 
1 - 3 Ring binder 1” wide 
1 Oversized paint shirt (labeled FOR ART) 
2 Glue sHcks 
1 water boZle labeled with name (Please return clean & filled each day)  

Snack daily 

GRADE 4 
Pencils – Regular or Mechanical 
Lead pencil refills if using mechanical - I DO NOT provide refills 
Erasers – pencil top or large 
2 Large boxes of Kleenex- to be shared with the class 
Markers – classic colors, broadline – 10 count 
Crayons – 24 count 
Expo Dry erase markers – 8 pack, fine Hp 
Eraser for dry erase board 
1 container of wipes to be shared with the class 
2 Jumbo glue sHcks 
Scissors 
Oversized paint shirt (labeled FOR ART) 
1 wide ruled composiHon notebook 
Earbuds or headphones 
2 packages of wide ruled loose leaf paper 
Please DO NOT bring any pencil boxes or bags (They will be provided) 
1 water boZle labeled with name (Please return clean & filled each day) 

Snack daily 
Please leave everything in the original packages    
                                                                                        
GRADE 5 & 6 
Pencils (regular or mechanical, if mechanical please send extra lead)   
2 Glue sHcks      
2 Red pens 
1 Box of colored pencils or crayons   
1 Box of markers     
1 Sharpie (black) (fine or extra fine point) 
4 Highlighters – different colors 
4 Expo dry erase markers and eraser 
Scissors 
1 Package of 3x5 index cards 
3-ring binder, trapper and 7 folders OR 7-pocket plasHc expanding 
file 
1 Pack of lined loose leaf paper 
5 ComposiHon notebooks 
2 Large boxes of Kleenex 
1 container of Clorox wipes 
Deodorant 
1 Oversized paint shirt (labeled FOR ART) 
1 Set of earbuds/headphones 
1 water boZle labeled with name (Please return clean & filled each day) 

Snack daily 
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JH HOMEROOMS 
2 boxes of Kleenex 
2 containers of Clorox wipes 

ACCOUNTING I & II  - Mr McCartney 
Pencils 
Eraser 
Calculator 
Folder or 3-ring binder 
Book Cover 
Box of Kleenex 

AG CLASSES (Including Welding and Projects) - Mrs Miller 
None 

ART JUNIOR HIGH & HIGH SCHOOL - Mrs Gooder 
Pencils, pens, erasers   
Box of Kleenex 

BAND - Mr Schweitzer 
Instrument in good playing condiDon 

CAREERS 8TH GRADE  
2 Pocket Folder 

CALCULUS - Mrs Buzek 
WriDng Utensil 
Notebook paper 
Texas Instruments TI-83+/TI-84+ Graphing Calculator  

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS & 7TH KEYBOARDING Mr McCartney 
Folder 
Black and Red pens 

ENGLISH AND READING 7TH & 8TH - Mrs Strong  
2 Pocket folder 
Highlighters/Pens/Pencils 
ComposiDon Notebook 

ENGLISH I, II, III, IV, 9, 10, 11, 12 - Mrs Pinney 
3 Ring Binder 
Notebook paper 
Pencils 
Pens 
Highlighters 
Folder 
Index cards 
Box of Kleenex 

FCS - Mrs Anne Regier 
None 

GEOMETRY  - Mrs Buzek 
Notebook paper 
WriDng utensil 
ScienDfic calculator (good choices are TI -30X IIS or Casio fx115ES) 
Calculator on phones will NOT be allowed! 

HEALTH - Mr Wetjen 
1 Binder 
1 Notebook (or you may submit assignments electronically) 

INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS - Mr McCartney 
Black and Red pens 
Calculator  
Folder or 3-Ring binder  
Book cover 
Box of Kleenex 

JOURNALISM - Mrs Gooder 
None 

MATH & SCIENCE 7TH & 8TH - Mrs Carrie Regier 
3 ring binder with dividers for math 
3 ring binder with dividers for science 
Highlighters, pens, pencils 
Loose leaf paper 
ScienDfic Calculator (T130 works fine) 

MATH STANDARDS, PRE-CALCULUS, ALGEBRA I & II - Mrs Ruhl 
Pencils 
3-ring binder and loose-leaf notebook paper and/or Notebook  
ScienDfic Calculator (Math Standards and Algebra 1) OR TI 83+ 
or TI 84+ Graphing Calculator (if taking addiDonal math classes) 
Calculator on phones will NOT be allowed! 

MUSIC 7th & 8th, MIXED CHORUS - Mr Hall 
None 
PERSONAL FINANCE, ECONOMICS, MARKETING,  
BUSINESS LAW - Mr McCartney 
Black pens  
Folder or 3 Ring binder 
Book cover 
Box of Kleenex 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Mr Wetjen 
Shorts 
T-Shirt 
Running Shoes 
Water Bo]le 

PHYSICAL SCIENCE, BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, PHYSICS - Mr Regier 
Notebook for taking notes 
3-Ring binder 
Physical Science/Biology - ScienDfic Calculator 
Chemistry/Physics - TI-83+/TI-84+ Graphing Calculator 

RESOURCE - Mrs RoXer 
Pencils 
Box of Kleenex 

SCIENCE 9TH - Mrs Carrie Regier 
3 Ring binder with paper 
ScienDfic Calculator 
A brain (preferably your own) 

SOCIAL STUDIES - Mr Lindsay 
Box of Kleenex 
Pencils 

SPANISH 1 & 2 - Mr Struckman 
None 

SPEECH - Mrs Pinney 
Notebook paper 
Pencils 
Pens 
Highlighters 
Folder 
Index Cards 
Box of Kleenex 

WOODS, 7th IT, 8th IT, DRAFTING - Mr Buzek 
None 

2023-2024 Heartland Community Schools Jr High & High School Supplies
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ANNUAL NOTICE TO PARENTS:  
Right to Request Teacher Qualifications  

Our district receives federal funds for Title 1 programs. You have the right to request information regarding the professional 
qualifications of your child’s classroom teacher(s). If you request this information, the district or school will provide you with 
the following as soon as possible:   

• If the teacher has met state licensing requirements for the grade level and subject in which the teacher is providing 
instructions; 

• If the teacher is teaching under an emergency status for which state licensing requirements have been waived;  

• The type of college degree major the teacher has and the field of discipline for any graduate degree or certificate; and 

• If your child is receiving Title 1 services from paraprofessionals and, if so, his/her qualifications. If you would like to request 
this information, please contact your child’s school.  

Non-Discrimination Policy 
The school district does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 

marital status, age, or handicap in admission or access to or treatment of employment, in its 
program and activities.  If any patron or employee feels they have been discriminated against 

by any school employee, please contact:  
Superintendent - Jeremy Klein 

High School Principal - Tim Carr  
Elementary Principal - Dana Reinke


